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Why The Mirage
Dolphins Aren’t

Happy in
Captivity

Beneath all the glitz and glamour (&
debauchery) of Las Vegas lies a tourist
trap called The Secret Garden and Dolphin
Habitat. Within this small network of pools
currently lies 9 dolphins. These 9 dolphins
include 3 generations of captive slaves, 2
dolphins stolen from the wild in the 80s,
and 2 dolphins from SeaWorld - one of
which is known to have bitten a small
child! These dolphins are subjected to the
unforgiving Mojave sun as well as fumes
from the highways surrounding Sin City.
Twelve dolphins have died within the
confines of the Mojave Desert since its’
opening in 1990. The Mirage may have
forgotten about them, but we haven't.




Dolphin Fac

To a dolphin, a pool is a cage. These fast moving animals, which form complex social
groups when free, cannot behave naturally in
captivity.

The mortality rates and abnormal behaviors of
captive dolphins prove that a lack of stimula-
tion causes them terrible stress. Swimming
listlessly in circles is just one common
indicator of boredom and psychological
distress.

Dolphins at Gate-Bored
LJ Space is also
an issue - pools are miserably small for large, far ranging
animals that would swim up to 50 miles a day in the wild.

Ld By withholding food, some trainers coerce dolphins
into repetitive and unnatural behaviors, performing tricks for
the public. Hunger forces the dolphins to ignore their most
basic natural instincts. They are even trained to beach them-
selves, despite the danger doing so.

o Captive dolphin attractions create a demand for live
dolphins, most of which are taken from the wild populations
during bloody hunts. In many dolphin hunts, including those in
Japan, the
X hundreds of
Dolphin at gate dolphins not
selected for
captivity are slaughtered inhumanely
for meat.

Many dolphins do not survive the
trauma of capture. Of those that do,
53% die within three months of
confinement. Captive dolphins also
suffer and die from intestinal disease,
stress-related illness and chlorine

oisoning.
2 g Capture Process

Swim with the Dolphins programs

allow visitors to pet captive dolphins in shallow
pools or interact with them in deeper water by
swimming beside them, or being towed around by
holding onto the dorsal fin. Currently the USDA
does not regulate SWTD programs, and as a
result, record keeping concerning human injuries
and dolphin deaths are often not complete, with
countless dolphin deaths going unreported.

Dolphin Hydration
Skin Issues due to stress




